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Chapter 14. Front Line 


FOR THE CAST FOUR HOURS, SERGEANT JACK TANNER ANO “A 
Seine amy PET TSHRE LIGHT INFANTRY HAD BEEN STUCK IN A SHALLOW, 

2 MELD. STE DEVASTATING ACCURACY OF A 
GERMAN MACHINE | 


















AL TWAT VERY MOMENT, THE COMPANY COMMANDER SCRAMBLED INTO THE J 
FRENC. .Y Babane Sy A SPLG SECOND A HOT STREAM OF LEAD FROM) 
Er GUNNER! poe aS 
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SELY, SERGEANT TANNER | 7 
Sues His SaSEsS “NN 














WHE CHALKY WHITE'S SECTION DASHED FOR THE COVER OF SOME 
NEARBY ROCKS, JACK TANNER AND HIS MEN LAI DOWN A HAILSTORM 
r FIRE ON THE GERMAN POSITION « 
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re 
THEN, EROM THE SCANTY COVER. OF THE BOULD MAL % 
FES ES Ne NA SGAS CU SEE WHILE SERGEANT TANNER ARO HIS MEN 
RACED FORWARD -.~ 




















~.,BUT PANIC HAD DODGER WILSON IN ITS IGr GRIP. DEAF TO 
EVERY THiNG GUT THE THUS AND WHINE OF BULLETS PUNCHING 
THE SAND AROUND HIM, HE JUST KEPT RUNNING. 


Ceorany) Z 
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SERGEANT TANNER'S SECTION REACHED IWE COVER THEY HAD AIMED 
8 ANG CROPPED OWN. GUT OOBGER RAN ON = TERRINED ANO 











[ror A Few SECONDS, 
| 900¢eR SEEMED 
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ON THE NEXT LEG OF THEIR HAZAROOUS ADVANCE, SERGEANT TANNER: 
ST THE STRICKEN DOOGER WHO GASPED AN AGONISED APPEAL 
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TRS WORE, LEGS, OE TS CERI FRAUGHT ATTACK ANO SERGEANT TANNER 
BAS WITHIN A HONORED. Ys “THE “ENE! THE 
BeREECT THANG OF THE TWO SECTIONS FALTERED. GOTH PARTIES WERE 
On Frisia FleT TOGETHER X 


GERMAN MACHINE = 
‘new SEiZe0 THEIR 











Ses UNS. HAMMERS BURST SYTHE 
= SOWA THE THREE REMAINING NEI 
== — |BERGEANT TANNER’S SECT! 
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CHALKY WHITE'S SECTION WAS TOO LATE "TO, STOP THE WITHERING 
SUAST or GERMAN FIRE, SUT AS SERGEANT. TANNER PRESSED. FORWARD 














JACK TANNER, HIS HEART POUNDING, SHAT TERING ROAR. THE . 
OF SMOKE: ME 


WITH A. 
LOSSEO TWO GRENADES WITH MACHINE-GUN POST ERUPTE 
BEAOLY ACCURACY RIGHT INTO. cour "AND FLA! 
THE MIOOLE OF THE 
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FINE SILENCING OF THE SPANOAU WAS THE SIGNAL FOR 
EVERY GERMAN WEAPON “THE AREA TO_OPEN UP ON 
SMe SLOPES BELOW. IT WAS GOING TO GE TRICKY 
SITING BACK 
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SUDDENLY, HE WAS HELPED ON TO HIS FEET 
ARMS HELD HIM. UP 








AS_COOLLY_AS IF _HE WAS WALKING ACROSS BRIGHTON BEACH, 
SERGEANT TANNER MOVED ACROSS THE SAND TO THE FIRST-AID 
POST, HALE-CARRYING THE WOUNOED MAN... 


HERE WE ARE, 
odbaer HELL 
Soon Fix YoU UP! 
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Ger 
DOWN FAST. 








FOX- pee Ls 2 
ew LE, SERGEANT 





" DEAR DAD, IT" 
HOT HERE. W 
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Chapter 2. Battle School 


WHILE THE 474 PETTSHIRES GRAPPLED WITH THE GERMANS AT ANZIO, 
SERGEANT TANNER'S FATHER, R.S.M. “TOUGH” TANNER, WAS PUTTING YET 
ANOTHER BATTALION THROUGH THE ‘FINAL STAGES Of THE GATTLE— 





Les 
=u | 




















*TOUGH™ TANNER'S STENTORIAN VOICE SHOOK THE BARRACK HUTS WITH ITS. 
VIBRATIONS! “THE MEN FELL OUT OF THEIR BEDS, EARS PRICKED FOR THE 
NEXT ANNOUNCEMENT - 


ON PARADE IN 
BATTLE ORDER READY 

FOR INSPECTION IN a 
TWENTY MINUTES. DON'T | > 
WORRY ABOUT YOUR 
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THAT SET THE PATTERN FOR THE REST OF THAT LONG AND WEARYING 
BAST AF SEPT TURN, TOUGH TANNER STOOD READY TO. AES Te 
HAZARD OA A DERICUCTY ==; TO EXHORT GROW- BEAT AND BECLOW. 





‘Ria 
fet 


QNICKNAME Ft TO 
Za Se I SLOSGED AND SWEATEO UNDER HIS 
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TF WAS ONLY THE TERRIFYING ROAR OF TOUGH 

TANNER’S VOICE THAT KEPT HALE THe SATTALION 

SANS FEET ROUND THE EXHAUSTING ASSAULT 























AT LAST, THE ENOLESS DAY WAS OVER ...THE COURSE WAS FINISHED, 
AND THE'DAZED AND UTTERLY EXHAUSTED BATTALION STUMBLED 
THROUGH THE GATES OF THE BARRACKS - 








YOU KNOW. MISTER TANNER ~~ 
VSTHINIC SYOUGET, TOUGHER 
STILL AR THE YEARS GO 
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AS THEY STROLLEO BACK TO THE DEPOT OFFICE, 
RSM. TANNER PUT HIS POINT OF VIEW TO THE C.0. 








{THINK PERHAPS IT IS THE MEMORIES 
LHAVE OF THE FIRST WAR, SIR: 
THOUSANDS OF YOUNG CHAPS 





RLACE OF 
FOR. 


TAKE THE 
rn 
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AT THE MENTION OF HIS SON. 
WARRIOR'S STERN FEATURES ‘SOF TENE 





MaRKE 
CALENDAR 








THIS WILL BE THE FIRST TIME FOR SOME REASON, THE OLD 
WARHORSE WAS UNUSUALLY. 
COMMUNICATIVE THAT NIGHT. 


SHE OED WHEN 
WAS, 


VT SEEN TOGE THER ON 


Is THAT SOP 
WHAT ABOUT, 
Your Wire > 
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Po 
Pll 





SPENT WIS BIRTHDAY, 
"TOGETHER, EH > 








ALREADY A PLAN WAS TAKING SHAPE IN THE COLONEL'S MIND. 


LEAVE, SIR P 




















WELL, MISTER TANNER) 
HERE'S Some NEWS gut. WHAT ABOUT 
For vous you ARE Fhe New Gat TALION 
GOING ON “LEAVE THAT'S QUE INP 
FROM TOMORROW ! Ai : 
ZA lig 
. ? ¢ 
A 
eal i 
a 
we 
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THE COLONEC'S VOICE WAS STERN AND OFFICIAL 
BUF THERG WAS A TWINKLE IN HIS EYE .- 











AS FHE GEWROERED RS.M. WALKED OUT 
‘A CALL TO GROUP- CAPTAIN HAL 
AIRFIELD... THEY GeuM 


OF THE OFFICE. THE CO. PUT 
ESOWEN “AT THE ‘NEARS 
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~ AT THE OTHER END, OF THE LINE, GROUP-CAPTAIN HALESOWEN 
WAS AGHAST AT THE REQUEST MADE GY THE C.0. ++++ 


























THE 6.0. MADE ONE OB TWO WORE CALLS TO 
OLD FRIENDS AND HIS PLAN WAS COMPLETE... 


Keer THAT 
BIRTHOAY DATE. 
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Chapter 3. lext-Book War 

















TO THE SURPRISE OF THE GROUND CREWS, WHEN THE MOSQUITO BUMPED 
TSA patie OUT STEPPED “AN ARMY. R:S.iv. “COMPLETE WITH SWAGGER 
Tit 





RR! WE MUST BE IN 
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OTHE PLOT, RSM. TOUSH 
OE THE AIRSIELO ON THE SECOND 








2 

TAB TER A GRIEF WORD OF THANKS 
FANNER ROUGH THE GATES 
PART OF HIS JOURNEY .. 














OR SEVERAL HOURS, Ma. TANNER'S ERECT 
THE ONLY MOVING THING TO BE 


Figuae wa: 
SEEN IN “THE GARE AND OESOLATE 
COUNTRYSIDE --. 
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HEN, AS HE GREASTED_A SLIGHT SLOPE. HE SAW THE SMALL FIGURE OF 
A'SOLUER WRESTUNG WITH THE WHEEL OF A BROKEN-GOWN FRUCK ... 








‘Au! A CHANCE 
Of A LET, 
PERHAPS / 





GUT AS HE REACHED WITHIN SHOUTING DISTANCE OF THE TRUCK, HIS SHARP] 
ARS PICKED UP THE DRONE OF AN AIRCRAFT ENGINE + ~ 





Great scort/ 
AEO LF 
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RSM TANNER WAS RIGHT. THE LONE RAIDER SWUNG LAZILY ROUND. 
FSWaRbe THE ROAD STHE STENTORIAN ROAR OF CTOUGHS “VOICE 
GURST Like ‘A THUNOERSCLAP ON THE EARS OF THE UNHEEOING 
Rigune BENT OVER THE WHEEL s.- 














AS THE GERMAN PLANE DIVED IN TO THE ATTACK, THE SOLDER 
ScRAMBLED FOR THE GREN GUN MOUNTED IN THE BACK OF THE TRUCK 
AND. “TOUGH | “TANNER URGED HIMON ++ 
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THE NEXT SECOND, THE ROAD WAS CHURNED UP BY STREAMS OF BULLE 
FROM, THE EW.190°S TWENTY MILLIME TRE GUNS. CONTEMPTUOUSLY: 
SHEYPILOT IGNORED THE SINGLE STREAM OF TRACER THAT STREAKED 
UP. BEHINO THE PLANE... 


















AS THE PLANE SLICED THE SKY OVER THE TRUCK, TO 
HAD A FEW ACID WORDS FOR THE LUCKLESS PRIVATE 





SAME OLD _ > 
“TOUGH TANNER / 


BN wie f A HE'S RIGHT, 

KOS } THOUGH. 
SNC vf Re 
GuS* Youre HOPELESS, 


sey MARY il ESNet! 
THAT PLANE 1S MOVING 





BAST c= NOT ANC) 
FROM A Sic: HOOK 
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PEGA SaeD SUES 
ANO DESTRUCTION J” 
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ISH” TANNER FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO RESTRAIN A GRN AT THE | 
Excited ANTES Se oPhe JusiLaNt SOLO 4 


WHAT ABOUT THAT, SI 

















MVE BEEN THROUGH 
YOUR BATTLE SCHOOL , 
Se "pavare evaices 
BUT | CoN SUPPO: 
Youro REMEMBER ME 
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NO, I'M AFRAID 
«DONT, BLAKE. 


ONE OF 
‘STAR PUPILS... / 








TRUE TO_FORM, THE OLD WAR-HORSE POINTED OUT TO THE YOUNG 
SOLDIER THE ERROR OF HIS WAYS «++ 





DEFINITELY 
STILL THE SAME OLD 
TOUGH “TANNER / 
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SECRETLY AMUSED, PRIVATE BLAKE COULO 
NOT CONCEAL HIS CURIOSITY, AT “TOUGH 'S. 

REASON FOR GEING IN ITALY += 















GLARE |. -NEXT TIME, 
You ma 
ANOTHER ‘CHANCE # 














BLAKE WELCOMED “THE 
86, SOMETHING 


PCOULD DROP 
OFF IF YOU LIKE / 
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z THE TRUCK THAN THE 
OF ENGINES HERALDED THE APPROACH OF A COLUMN OF 


HAROLY HAO THE R.S.M. STEPPED DOWN FROM 
3_ DRONE 


VenicLes 
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AS THE COLUMN THUNDERED PAST, TOUGH WAS STARTLED BY 
Tie SCREAM OF TYRES ASA FIFTEEN-HUNOREO-WEIGHT LORRY 
SKIODED TO A HALT BESIDE HIM --+ 











CAN WE GIVE, 
You A LIE TP, 


MUST BE 
C5( ANOTH 
" 





ER OF 
NY EX=PUPILS | 


ZS THEY MOVED ON, THE 
{OUNG LIEUTENANT CONFIRMED 
THE OLD WAR-HORSE'S GUESS 
LWAS JUST THINKING ABOUT. 
YOUAND YouR BATTLE SCHOOL, 
MISTER TANNER! WE'RE GOING INTO. 
nN 
HOPE SO, 
TOO, SiR. 
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BUT TOUGH TANNER'S THOUGHTS WERE VIOLENTUY INTERRUPTED. THE 
KEADING RUC! UNCED VICIOUSLY. INA 
SMOKE AND SCAME | THE CRASH DOLTED “TOUGH'S eer res 





WHAT'S 








ae brith 
‘qn 
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THE TROOPS SHOT, “THe “TERUG 
ANS SESE R EEL ESa PSR CASE TY 














REVOLVER ORAWN WITH THE SPEED OF A WESTERN GUNSLINGER, 
ERQUGH “TANNER LEAPED TO THE ROAD ANO LOOKED ROUND ‘A 
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ALTHOUGH THE RS.M. COULO SEE 
GERMANS, His EYE LIGHTED ON 
PHING THAT SET ALLIS, 


a ‘OF 
GROUPED ON “THE ROAD. 


HEY.:-You THERE! 
1D TOGE 
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SPURREO BY THE GOAD OF TOUGHTS ROUGH TT r 
STEP ERGUP SPU OPENS ONES HOR COVER Te NOE 





THAT'S TOUGH 
“TANNER =~ SRITAIN'S. 
WEAPON 7 


‘SECRET 














THE NEXT SECOND, A GRENADE HIT THE SPOT WHERE THE ROOKIES 
HAG BEEN STANDING, CRUNCHING HARMLESSLY THE ROAD ~~ 
THANKS TO THE BURLY R.S.M-f —= 
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FOR TEN MINUTES THE GATTLE RAGED...GETTING HOTTER EACH 
MINUTE. TNE TRAPPED INFANTRY WERE A SITTING TARGET FOR THE 
WITHERING FIRE OF THE WELL: HIDDEN GERMANS :../EVEN TOUGH 
HAD tO GeT His HEAD DOWN /) 














\E THIS, GOES YES, SIR = G 
ON, MUCH LONGER, 1S GRIM", g 
WELL se WIPED ALL RIGHT! 





“5 > 6 
= je 
Ly map AO Tan 








THE TENSE AND INEXPERIENCED YOUNG OFFICER RACKED HIS BRAINS 
FOR A ‘PLAN TO SAVE THE SITUATION -.. WITHOUT SUCCESS. TOUGH 
VENTURED A SUGGESTION... 














May | SUGGEST 
WE_FLUSH “THE 
ENEMY, OUT -- 
A BAYONET 5 
CHARGE, SIR? 


GOOD IDEA, 
MISTER TANNER’. 
THANKS | 
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BUT THE THN_VOCE OF THE OFFICER COULD NOT MAKE ITSELF HEARD 
BBO VE THe TP RERERSOUS Bi Oe re BAT TUE 
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PELLEO Gy THE OLD WARR 

INFANTRY CHARGED LIKE WARRI 

TWO. VENGEFUL SWEEPS. 





HOR'S VOICE At 
IORS, 








PERSONALITY, THE RAW 
FANNING OUT FROM THE ROAD IN 
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DAUNTED Sy “THE DETERMINED ASSAULT, THE GERMANS WERE ROUTED 
IX CONFUSION. THEY HURRIEOLY WITHOREW AS BEST THEY COULD -.. 


















ARTER THE ACTION, THE YOUNG OFFICER EXPRESSED ] 
Ais"GRATEFUL THANKS TO THE WISE OLO WARRIOR « | 











SHANK YOU. MISTER TANNER! 
WERE 
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= SUNS. ALORS THE A REART SEEPS "A WAS 





OPEN MORE GERMANS - 





SINE PET TSHRES, 
COKIN FOR IS 
"owe 








GHORTUY AETERWAROS, TOUGH TANNER BADE 
BAREWELC TO TNE UNIT OUTSIDE THE HEADQUARTEE 
BARE HE HOSED WAS “THe EOURTH BET TSHRES: 
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UT; LOOKING ROUND AT THE FACES OF THE NCO.S.. TOUGH TANNER 
REALISED THIS WAS NOT THE FOURTH SATTALION. tT WAS THE BETH 
BATTALION =A Ut THAT HAO PASSED THROUGH HIS SCHOOL LESS Tian 








ae GET 
TS" idNow "HIM 











THE GSM, SOON LEARNED THAT, HIS TASK WAS GOING TO BE EVEN 
HAROER THAN HE HAD THOUGHT ? 








1 SSE? WELL, t MIGHT 
AS WELL MAKE MY WAY 
BACK TO THE AIRFIELD, 
TSUPPOSE. THERE'S NO 

POINT NI TRYING TO, 
GET ANY FARTHER / 













Cottonwool Commandos 43 


GETEED REPRESRS cur or Sean 7 
SEF ES SC TEPER THINS TAS RALLIES RSM 








SO CLOSE -- YET. 


AWAY, IT OOESN'T. LOOK 
AS IF MLL BE SEEING 
VACK THIS YEAR. 











HARDLY HAD TOUGH TANNER GOT A MILE DOWN THE ROAD, BEFORE] 
THE NIC.O,S BACK AT THE FARMHOUSE SPOTTED THREE SQUAT) 
GLACK SHAPES ON THE HORIZON. IT LOOKED AS IF THE R.S.M. WAS 
HEADING FOR TROUBLE - arr ar a 
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TWO TRUCKS WITH MEN ANDO PIATS ABOARD ROARED DOWN TH 


fe 
BSA TART ER OUCH SPANNER © SHES Calica OF WITH Him: BEFOR 
THE GERMAN TANKS APPEARED ON THE SCEt gusts 


ERMAN TANKS AHEAD 
(SFE WANNER, SiR WE'RE 
ONS TO 
Ae KOR Yous" 
= cae 

















AS re TR FED_EAST WM, TOUGH SOULE NOT, REERS FROM 
BiuiS SIRES URS ROVE. NM hs GSGAL_ STENT OMAN BELLO 








~~ } 








Cottonwool Commandos 45 


BY_THE TIME HAD GREASTEO THE RISE IN FRONT, THE 
HE HAD A GRANDSTAND VIEW / 





ACTION WAS IN FULL SWING - 





THAT'S THE 
STUFF! EVERYTHING, 
BEING ‘CONE ‘Zea 
ACCORDING TO THE At 
BooK. THAT S 




















THREE TREMENDOUS CRASHES 


AS TOUGH RESUMED HIS LONELY 
"AND THE “THREE 


March TO THE AIRFIELD, HE FELT 
WARM GLOW_OF COMRADESHIF 
Fok iis’ SORMER PUPILS. THEY 
HAD REMEMBERED THEIR LESSONS 


THOSE YOUNGSTERS 
CERTAINLY KNOW THEIR] 
JOB? NEATEST SIT OF 
WORK PVE SEEN FOR 
‘ALONG TIME /) 








Varee. 
mcd. 
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Chapter 4. Happy Returns ! 


WEARY ANO_FOOTSORE AFTER HIS LONG WALK BACK TO “THE ARFIELD, 
MOUGH “WAS STOPPED AT THE GATE GY THE OIMINUTIVE FIGURE OF 4 
SERGEA NNER « 

























EN? 0M SEGINNING TO THINK 
THE WHOLE BRITISH! ARMY 
KNOWS. Ma. GUT DION T KNOW, 
Wy BAME HAD SPREAD, TO 
SHE AIR FORCE, TOO / 


HALLO. 
H{nuster TANNER! 
CAN HELP 

Yous 









ZANT EXPLANEO, A_RGECOLLECTION 
‘OF TOUGHS MIND . -- 








co} ¥ 
You're "FLUPFER® 
FORD, AREN'T ‘YOu? 
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MEMBER THIS MAN... THE! 
THAT HAD EVER, 


YES, SIR 
Ive 








SUPPLY RUNS OVER 
THE ANZIO BEACHES. . 
WE DROP FOOD AND. 


TION. 
INFANTRY THERE / 
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AT THE MENTION OF ANZIO, THE RUGGED ‘SO YOU, WANT TO GET TO 
FEATURES OF OLO TOUGH'S RACE THE BEACHES, 00 “YOU > 
EUICKERED, WITH INTEREST. “THE WE MIGHT. Be ABLE TO FIX 
SERGEANT'S CURIOSITY WAS AROUSED (Posie you OON'T MIN 
ANO” TOUGH POUREO OUT HIS STORY. TAKING A CHANCE / 


















NEXT. DAY, THE DAKOTA THAT NOSED 
SHE AIR TOWARDS THE ANZIO BEACH 
HEAG CARRIGD_A HIGHLY UNOFFICIAL 
(ADUITION TO ITS ‘CARGO . 











NAVIGATOR TO 
PILOT +. OROPPING 
ZONE "COMING UP? 
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INTHE FUSELAGE OF THE AIRCRAFT SAT TOUGH TANNER, 
APOREKENSIVELY WATTING YO MAKE THE FIRST PARACHUTE 
SUMPOF HIS Lire. 





WHAT DID THAT. 
PILOT CHAP SAY P 











ANZIG, SEACH’ HEAD? BURSTS OF FLAK FROM THE GERMAN GUN-POSTS: 
BOCES HER VCLENTEN GUT THE STEEL-NERVED PILOT KEPT HER 





E LAPS DOWN, THE DAKOTA SAILEQ LOW OVER THE DROPPING ZONE >~ 
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AAU TLE SHAKIN: ,SOUCH, GORGED, HIMSELE OUT OF THE DOOR“. FO 
VE THE GRE: Hi MOUTH BY A RIERCE GLAST OF 
Suie-sTREAM Giticn SENT him TUMBLING OUT i ‘AMOS 








UNDIGNIFIED Pas: 








ae ES 
ETT SRST TSE REN GO eer 





Square ~ 
HEADS / 
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Witt A_BUMP THAT RATTLEO THE TEETH IN HIS HEAD, TOUGH (HIT THE 
a 8 AAT LONG, LAST HE HAD REACHED His 

















TE HARNESS. HE OIVEO FoR THE 
FROM 'A GERMAN MACHINE-GUN SAVAGED 


AM | ANYWHERE 
NEAR THE FOURTH 
PETTSHIRES > 
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THE SOLDERS Nome Fox-HoLe | [SUDDENLY THE TRUTH GURST UPON 
SHADY ware / 


THER ‘SURPRISE AT SEEING A’ 

LONE PARATROOPER FLOAT INTO DON’T TELL ME 

SHER MOST... THAT YOURE HIS 
- FATHER == TOU 








RY ||) mean, Mister TANNE! 
Ney no --m_ W | PROM THE GAT TLE 
LESSING FOR Stool, sie >| 

GEANT 


NNER 
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DISREGAROING CHALKY'S ADVICE, “TOUGH 
SET-OFF, CRAWLING ACROSS THE BROKEN 
TERRAIN "TO FIND HIS SON, JACK. .+ 





SERSEANT 











TOUGIS FOG-HORN VOICE PENETRATED ABOVE THE CRACKLE OF 
SMACL-ARMS FIRE AND THE BOOMING OF MORTARS ... AND FINALLY 
CARRIED “TO JACK TANNER'S EARS - 5 
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IMPATIENT TO SEE HIS SON, FOR 
SVICE. HE TOOK 


[Rortow wis! OWN at 
“TOWARDS HIM, IGNORING THE STORM OF HOT METAL SINGING ROUND 


ONCE “TOUGH “TANNER FORGOT TO 
RAN FUEL 


'A_NEEOLESS (RISK AN 





Peet 
HS 

















DESPITE THE CLATTER OF THe 
BATTLE RAGING AROUND THEM: 
FATHER ANO SON GREETED EACH 





SOON AFTER DARK, TWO STEAL TY 
EIGURES SLIPPED OVER “THE RIM OF 


FOX-HOLE. CARRYING BUNGLES 


THE 
OF FUSED EXPLOSIVE, THEY SET OFF 


Se THe Hit FOR THE ENEMY 
MacHine-GUN Pos 
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THERE WAS AN UNCANNY STILLNESS IN THE AIR 
SSR WSAE GIRECMION OF THE ENEMY CINES 
Weil ro THe FORE? 











He 


= TANNER REALISED, TO HIS GREAT MOR TIFICATION, THAT] 
EC TION IN ESS « ‘NO 


TouaH, 
IME HAD LOST HIS SENSE OF Oil! THE DARIN 
TBnGER KNEW WHERE THE MACHING-GUN POST WAS 1 
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MOMENT 6, FLARE FLAMED IN THE BLAGZ VAULT OE ZHE WIGHT. 
BNO THE GERMAN MACHINE-GUN HAMMERED OUT eT 
FRR Tee Bodh MWRTCNES POR THe GUNS MuzZce-FLASI. 




















Cottonwool_ Commandos 


WriLS UE OLD VETERAN STRAINED HIS EYES FOR SIG 
Wacic EOGED HI ea UP TO THE SUIT IN THE 
EXPLOSIVE BI HIS TY 


2S THE NAZI 


Gu 
SFamiMeReo INTO. SIGENCE 
RI iARGE 
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JAG RAN UKE A HARE DOWN THE SLOPE AND WAITED WiTH Hi 
PAR Bs the SEATSECONG FUSE TO SEND THE PILL-OOX 


THERE'S ONLY 
‘ONE THING TO 00, 


Son =~ HAVE” 

ANOTHER SASH ! 

ou cover Me 
THIS TIMES 
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BS, jOUGH CREPT FORWARD, JACK SPOTTEO SOME SHADOWY FIGURES 
BeUNO Tus BRU -GOx’! THE GERMANS WERE COMNG OUT TO SEE WHAT 


















RIFLE BARKED TWICE. THE SUSPICIOUS GERMANS FELL. AND 
TANNER SHED Ris VERS ARO RAN Cice AN OLYMPIC SPRATER 
AGING SLIT IN THE CONCRETE 7 
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WITHOUT, PAUSING. “TOUGH TANNER HURLEO THE EXPLOSIVE 
ROUGH THE NARROW MAW INTHE ‘SOLIO CONCRETE. 











Te 








TOUGH HAROLY HAD TIME TO GET OOWN THE SLOPE BEFORE THE 
BLACKNESS (OF THE NIGHT WAS, RENT SY A RED-CORED FLAME. 
GERMAN PILL-BOX CRUMBLEO INA SEA OF FLAME 


THAT'S THE WAY 
TORO Lh GON! Now 
LETS 66 AND Hy 
‘OUR CELESRATION 
WE'VE EARNED IT, 








6) 
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THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PILL-80X HAD MADE THE GERMANS NERVOUS. 
RUARES FILLED THE Sty ANO THE NIGHT BECAME A FURY OF SINGING 


STEEL... = 








a 

WE'VE DEFINITE! = 

CEMESSRUIEGE Ny 
ai 2 








WE LOST ONE 

oR TH aN 

YOU HAVE ANY BA avis Jos. 

CASUALTIES P ot ena 
AO = 
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SAFELY BACK IN THE SECURITY OF THEIR OWN LINES. FATHER AND 
HELD THE LONG-AWAITED IOAY CELEBRATION ... BEER AND 
GULLY-GEEF UNDER FIRE / 











GUT THERE WAS NO TENS EOR A,LONG. CELEBRATION. Down AT THE 
WATERS Wade 2 NG GAS CaNBNG TERSOHCEMENTS. BReTHOAY 
OR NOT, THE BATTLE WENT ON 
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BACK INLAND, THE WIDE MUZZLES OF THE 
GERMAN. ARTILLERY SPAT STEEL 
SOE AGS THAT MOVES ON THE WATER 














SO oT was ol OR THE VETERAN R.S.M. TO RETURN TO HIS OUTY 
BAT wer rscuoat | IW ENGLAND. SAYING FAREWELL TD HIS SON, 
ELIS WAY © THE BOATS AMID A ‘CURTAIN OF SHELL ~ 
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ZS A LANDING CRAFT DREW AWAY FROM THE SHORE TEN MINUTES LATER, 
@S.M. “TOUGH, “TANNER STOOD ON. BOARD, GAZING AT THE BATTLE 
WHicH STILL RAGED ON THE BEACHES OF ANZIO 


corTonwoo., 
COMMANDOS | CALLED 





BATTLE SCHOOL. TOUGH TANNER FELT A SWELL OF PRIDE 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS ... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 136.—LAST DITCH No. 138.—DUFFY'S KINGDOM 


ae 
3) KINGDOM 


Death stalked the banks of the jungle In the heart of the desert he found a 
river that led to safety. haven—and his destiny ! 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 139.—RAW COURAGE 
Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
April 2nd, are :— 
No. 140.—THE DEAD KEEP FAITH No. 142.—THE SCENT OF 
DANGER 
No. I41,—THE BLACK ACE No. 143—THE TALL SHADOWS. 





Anvoreues: FREE! 


NE 
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